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Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area
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MSCA Key features
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Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions
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What are Doctoral Networks?

Multi-beneficiaries’ actions aiming to set up doctoral training programmes, international, intersectoral

and interdisciplinary, in a frame of a common R&I project.

3 implementation modes:

DN Regular (DN) : Training in academia and/or industry

DN Joint Doctorates (DN-JD):Joint collaborations between academia and industry with joint inter-sectoral 

supervision

DN Industrial Doctorates (DN-ID): Joint collaborations in higher education leading to a joint/multiple doctoral 

degree with joint selection and supervision
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Since Horizon Europe the 3 modes compete within the same scientific

panels



Who can participate?
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Bénéficiaires 

≥ 3 independent legal

entities located in 3 different

EU Members States or 

Horizon Europe Associated 

Countries

Recruit 1 doctoral candiate

each

Countries eligible for EU 

funding

Associated Partners

No minimum or maximum 

limit

Complete the training 

program: 

 Secondment

 Contribution to network-

wide training activities

May be linked to a 

beneficiary

An international consortium of organisations from academic et non academic sector

(universities, research centers, entreprises, associations etc.)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf


Exemples de consortium
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DN Joint Doctorates (JD)

DN Industrial Doctorates (ID)



Doctoral Networks: participation rules

Project duration : up to 48 months (DN Regular and DN-ID) / up to 60 mois (DN-JD)

Duration of doctoral contracts: 3 to 36 months (DN Regular and DN-ID) / 3 to 48 months (DN-JD)

Recrutment:

• Each Beneficiary must recruit min.1 doctoral candidate, host and supervise DCs at their premises or at

a linked associated partner

• Possibility of unique or multiple recruitment

Optional secondment:

• Maximum 1/3 of the total duration in DN Regular

• No maximum duration in DN-ID ou DN-JD

Funding:

• Covers salary of doctoral candidates + institutional costs

• Maximum 540 person-months of doctoral candidates (15 DCs recruited for 36 months each)
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Eligibles researchers

 Doctoral candidates : no doctoral degree at the date of recruitment

 Any nationality

 Mobility rule: not have resided or carried out main activity in the country of the

recruiting beneficiary for more than 12 months in the 36 months immediately before

their recruitment date.

 Be recruited following an open, merit-based and transparent recruitment process

 Be enrolled in a doctoral programme, in at least 1 EU Member State / Associated

Country (at least 2 for Joint Doctorates)
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Eligibles countries

• EU Member State (MS): 27 countries/ overseas territories

• Associated Country(AC): Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands,
Georgia, Iceland, Israel, Kosovo, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway,
Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Morocco

Note: Switzerland is not an associated country 

• Third Country (TC): any other country (see Annex A for the list of countries)

Consult the  List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe 
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8 evaluation panels

• Projects are evaluated by pairs, in 8 scientific panels: 
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Country correction 

coefficients* apply

Funding : unit costs

Simplified

approach

1 person-months

realised by a 

researcher
= 1 unit

*119,5% for Finland and 116,4% for France



MSCA DN  : added value

Benefits for both Doctoral Candidates and Participating Organisations

Train creative, entrepreneurial, innovative and resilient doctoral candidates (DCs) able to

 Face current and future challenges 

 Convert knowledge and ideas into products and services 

 Achieve sustainable economic and social benefit

Offer training in research-related skills and competences for innovation and long-term employability

Expose the DCs to academic and non-academic sectors for developing transferable skills

Enhance cooperation and knowledge transfer between sectors and disciplines

Added value for French-Finnish cooperation : 

Create common doctoral training programs in strategic areas

Offer joint/double doctoral degrees

Strengthen links between universities/institutions for more sustainable cooperation (e.g. in a frame of European Universities
Alliances)

Exchange best practice to structure doctoral training on institutional level
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How to apply?

Calls for proposals are published on the European Commission Funding and Tenders Portal . 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2022-pf-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43108473;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Application: proposal template
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Part A – Administrative Forms (online)

• General information (title, acronym, duration, keywords, 

abstract, declarations)

• Administrative forms (legal entity/PIC, department, person in 

charge, researchers table, role of participating organisation, 

self-declaration on Gender Equality Plan)

• Budget (Calculated automatically)

• Ethics self-assessment

• Security questionnaire

Part B1 – Technical Annex (PDF)

• Table of contents, List of participants

• Excellence, Impact, Implementation

Part B2 – Technical Annex (PDF)

• Network organisation

• Environmental aspects in light of MSCA Green Charter

• Participating organisations 

• Letters of commitment (Associated Partners)

• Pre-agreement letters (DN-JD)

34 

pages



Success rates

16

• Highest success rate

• Lowest success rate



Call timeline and budget

• 29 May 2024: Launch of the call for proposals. 

• 27 November 2024: Deadline for submitting proposals. 

• April 2025: Notification of call results to applicants (TBC) 

• July 2025: Grant agreement signature for successful projects (TBC) 

• July 2025 : First EU-funded projects start (TBC)

• Indicative budget: EUR 608.6 million
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Reference documents available on the call page : 

• Guide for applicant and the MSCA Work Program 2023-2024

• Proposal template

Helpful links : 

• MSCA DN Handbook https://www.horizon-europe.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2023-09/doctoral-networks-2023---
handbook-9456.pdf

• Euraxess (PhD and postdoctoral vacancies, more information) https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/

• National Contact Points https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp

• European Charter and Code for Researchers https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/charter-code-researchers

• MSCA Guidelines on Supervision https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/about-msca/msca-guidelines-on-
supervision

• MSCA Green Charter https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/green-charter

• MCAA (Marie Curie Alumni association) https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu
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Useful links and documents 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2024-dn-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-MSCA-2024-DN-01
https://www.horizon-europe.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2023-11/guide-du-candidat-dn-2023-9858.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://www.horizon-europe.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2023-09/doctoral-networks-2023---handbook-9456.pdf
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/charter-code-researchers
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/about-msca/msca-guidelines-on-supervision
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/green-charter
https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/


More information

• National contact points in Finland

Science Adviser Jenni Heino, Research Council of Finland (jenni.heino@aka.fi )

Senior science Adviser Paula Leskinen, Research Council of Finland 
(paula.leskinen@aka.fi )

Science Adviser, MSCA Programme Committee Representative Satu Huuha-
Cissokho, Research Council of Finland

• National contact points in France

Eugénia Shadlova, Chloé Richard, Morgane Bureau and Vanessa Tixier, 

Higher Education and Research Ministry

pcn-mariescurie@recherche.gouv.fr

• Research support services at your host organisation

• European commission MSCA web page: 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
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